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Topic of the Month: 

Insect Adaptations & Anatomy

[image: image2.png]


Adaptations in the natural world are the structural or behavioral characteristics of a species that have developed over time in response to changing demands of their environment.   

No other group of animals is as large and diverse as the insects.  They are incredibly adapted and adaptable creatures that can be found and observed in just about every kind of habitat imaginable.

Insects all have the same basic body structure: a head, a thorax, an abdomen, six legs, a hard exoskeleton, wings (usually), compound eyes, and antennae. Specialized body parts and behavioral adaptations allow each species to meet the demands of its specific habitat.

The success of insects as a group is due to their having several major assets: easy adaptability to their environment, being able to fly, small size, metamorphosis, and the ability to produce many offspring in a short amount of time.
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Once you start noticing insects you will find that they live almost anywhere. They lurk around on plants, under your house, swimming around in ponds, in books, happily nibbling on old clothes and papers, scurrying around under piles of leaves, hiding out in the bark of trees.  They’re everywhere!  Go on a backyard safari to see what sorts of wild insects you encounter. Bring a magnifier for close looks, and paper and pencil to record your findings. Pick a small area in a meadow or lawn or under some trees. Creep along the ground looking closely.  Look under rocks, take apart a wild mushroom, and look on leaves and around roots.  You can set a trap by leaving out bits of food.  Come back later to see who found it.  Look around sappy trees and flowers. Sift through some soil or a pile of leaves, look under loose bark at the base of trees.  Who’s there?
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Go On An Insect Safari








